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Change in Decision-Making Authority in Saudi Family A
Study of a Sample of Families in Umlejj Governorate
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Abstract

This study aims to detect the features of changing in the authority of head of family,
addition to the identification of the recognize to the head of family to the importance
of involving all members of the family in decision-making authority in the family,
this study also seeks to identify the most influential factor in the decision—-making
authority of family, this study aims to identify the pattern of the authority of head of
family, whether democratic or authoritarian, or permissive. The study relied on
descriptive analytical method, and applied on a sample of (528) researched from
heads of families in Umlejj Governorate pulled in a random sample manner, the
study relied on the questionnaire and depth interview and direct observation with the
use of the application of field working directory designed to serve the axes and
objectives of the current study and to take advantage of the qualitative method in the
applied data collection to enrich the research work. The study used a set of
statistical tests as Spearman correlation factor, and analysis of variance test in one
direction, and (T) test for the difference between two averages of independent
samples. The study concluded that there is a change has occurred in the authority of
head of family, where the average after the change in the authority of head of family
(3-31) and standard deviation is (0.399).Authority is no longer centered in the
issuance of orders and coercion and the decisions taken by head of family was
characterized by moderation and the participation of the members of the family, as
for the perception of women within the study population it became clear that it
occupies a high position in the study population, she has freedom of expression of
opinion, and gain more formal education, and allow to her to work, also the wife in
the community study has an important role in decisions participation that related to
sons, marriage, and her participation in decisions that related to education, work,
marriage of children, and consumer issues for the family. As for the perception of
the position of the father, the study was finds that in spite of change in authority of
the father but the father still occupies a high position among his family, and he is a
source of respect of the children and wife. Found that there is a realization of the
heads of families in Umlejj Governorate by the importance of involving of all
members of the family in family decision-making authority, where the average

importance of participation of the wife (3.17), and standard deviation (0.365), the



average importance of the participation of children (3.29) and standard deviation
(0.416) while the average importance of the participation of girls (3.35) and standard
deviation (0.294). The study found that the education of the couple and children,
participate in the expenses and financial independence for the wife and adults
children, the independence of the married children in an independent house,
openness on the outside world, the growth of cultural awareness, family closeness,
and activate the language of dialogue in the family is the most important factors that
led to the change in the authority of the father. As shown by the classification of the
study to the heads of families in Umlejj Governorate that they are democrats in their
families, and that there was a statistically significant relation between the mode of
the authority of the head of the family and the level of participation of the wife, and
the participation of sons and daughters under the level of significance 5%, also
found that the relationship of the participation of the children is highest than the
relationship of the participation of the wife and girls, also found that wives more

influential in the pattern of head of the family towards the democracy.



